SAFE AND STABLE FAMILIES CAMPAIGN

2005

by Lynn Williams,

Ohio Empowerment Coalition organizer

In January 2005 the Safe and Stable Families Campaign will be leading the way to get statewide guidelines adopted to assist low-income domestic violence victims & their children in Ohio. The Campaign is working to ensure that public assistance recipients in Ohio are screened for domestic violence by trained caseworkers; ensure that victims receive referrals for care and support services; and allow caseworkers to grant waivers exempting recipients on a case by case basis from program requirements if the requirements would place a victim’s family in danger.  The waivers will allow battered victims time to access the supports needed to successfully pull their families’ lives back together without jeopardizing their safety.

Domestic violence occurs at every income level, and across all races and ethnic cultures.  Women living in wealthy suburbs are battered as are women living in the poorest areas of the inner cities.  In some cases, men are battered, although statistically over 98% of battered victims are women.  Research also shows that over 60% of public assistance recipients have been battered….and these are just the reported cases, the tip of the iceberg.

The Safe and Stable Families legislation would help Angela of Greene County who shared her very painful story with members of the Ohio Empowerment Coalition.

“My children and I have been through domestic violence and sexual abuse and my family is still reeling from the repercussions of a father abusing his own son, our son, Matthew.  Resolving this and making sure justice is done, getting counseling for my children and myself, and dealing with an often indifferent court system has zapped a lot of my emotional strength.  Even though I have ambitions of getting my degree from Wright State University and finally finding a “family” supporting job, I dropped out of college again this past fall (for the third time) to focus my attention on helping my son Matthew.

Matthew’s abuse started when he was only 19 months old.  His father sexually abused him.  The courts ended up allowing the father supervised visits with his son after I got custody, but when Matthew turned four years old, they allowed his dad unsupervised visits.  After two or three visits with his dad, my son came home and told me of more abuse.  Again, I fought for supervised visitation; this lasted until my son was 6 ½ years old when his father regained unsupervised visits again.  When he became 7, his father abused him again and the visitation became supervised.

In the meantime I learned that Matthew’s father was abusing his new wife.  He has now been charged five to six times for domestic violence assaults, convicted two times, and has incredulously been allowed supervised visitations with my son throughout much of that time for almost ten years.  After all this, he is still requesting a relationship and custody of our son.

The Safe and Stable Families legislation would directly benefit my family.  My time clock is running out on public assistance benefits.  Yet I have had to drop out of college several times in order to be there for my son.  He is very angry about the sexual abuse he has suffered by his own dad.  I have had to spend much time in and out of court hearings, and even was temporarily jailed when I refused to force my son to visit his dad.  So I was in contempt of court and I have no regrets for being in contempt.

I need more time to pull myself and my family’s stability together.  The Safe and Stable Families Campaign aims to give me that time.”

The Safe and Stable Families Campaign welcomes the new year firm in our resolve to battle united with  Angela, Matthew, and the thousands of other women and children across Ohio who bear  scars from living in violent homes.  For more information on how you can join the battle call the Ohio Empowerment Coalition at 513/381-4242 or 877-862-5179.

